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Domestic Violence, Marital Control, and Family Planning, Maternal, and Birth Outcomes in Timor-Leste
1. What were the major concepts employed in the study?
a) Domestic Violence (DV)
b) Marital Control
2. How were these concepts operationalized?
Domestic violence (DV)-According to Timor-Leste’s study in 3 ever-married women have experienced domestic violence from partners they are currently living with or most recent partner. Also, 1 in 5 women faced physical injuries and suffer mentally. 
Marital control- The study involved the ever-married women. They were asked questions about how the behaviors of their current or last partners like insecurity, jealousy and anger issues when they around other men and family members. 
3. Identify the dependent and independent variables.
Dependent variables- domestic violence and marital control
Independent variables- education level, wealth title, residence, age, and marital status. 
4. What types of data gathering strategies were utilized?
The survey was conducted between August 2009 and February 2010. It was a face-to-face interview with selected group of women. The survey interviewed a population of 13, 137 women aged between 15 and 49 years of age. They were selected randomly and 2,951 women participated in the domestic violence module. 
5. Which hypothesis(es) were tested?
a) Women in the urban areas experience more domestic violence. 
b) [bookmark: _GoBack]Poor education is increasing the likelihood of marital control. 
c) More wealthy men seem to have marital control over their wives.  
6. Identify the threats to internal validity.
Maturation- the study outcome varied with time spent in the interviews. The participants new to the job didn’t have enough experience but with time their productivity improved. During the survey, more advanced data was collected as the data collectors acquired more courage and skills to deal with participants. 
7. Identify the threats to external validity.
Situation effects- the factors associated to these included places to conduct the interviews, researchers and time. The studies conducted involved a large population which shows that not all participants would have provided the expected information of their situations considering that they were randomly selected. 
8.  What was/were the major conclusion(s) of the study? Do you feel that the author(s) fulfilled his/her/their investigation?
Domestic violence undermined the women’s human rights, causing physical and mental torture. Domestic violence is highly associated with negative family planning, negative birth outcomes and maternal healthcare. Births that happen before intended time, are caused by domestic violence in families. Yes, I feel the author was able to fulfill his/her investigation.  
9.  What is your critique of this article? What do you think the author(s) could have done differently?
The author basing the arguments on issues facing women with their partners. It is showing how gender inequality is affecting women. However, it is not trying to get information as to why there are domestic violence. Why are men behaving in cruel manners towards their women? This would have given an insight on trying to solve future domestic violence cases from continuing. In this case, I feel it was important for the author to incorporate men in the survey to understand why they are the major causes of domestic violence. This could comprise of reasons triggering them to violate the women rights maybe unemployment, drug abuse, and so on. 

Children Women
1. What were the major concepts employed in the study?
a) Children exposure to domestic violence
b) Intimate partner violence
2. How were these concepts operationalized?
Children exposure in domestic violence is showing how women respond towards the victimization by seeking help. Their main concern is to protect their children against domestic violence which can lead to physical and emotional harm. 
Intimate partner violence (IPV) is seen to be a serious phenomenon that affects both women and children. It causes physical harm to the parties which additionally affect their mental health. The study is focusing on how best to help and support prevent the IPV.
3. Identify the dependent and independent variables.
Dependent variables- children in an abusive relationship and women experiencing Intimate Partner Violence.
Independent variables-marital status, education, and socioeconomic status
4. What types of data gathering strategies were utilized?
The international violence against women survey was conducted by taking random community samples. The survey involved over 6,600 women aged between 18-69 years of age. The interview was through phone and by use of a structured survey. 
5. Which hypothesis (es) were tested?
a) Women experiencing IPV with their children seek help to protect them.
b) Children are the main motivator to women seeking help.
c) Children living with victims and witnessing abuse determine help-seeking decision making. 
6. Identify the threats to internal validity.
Social interaction- to some point the group involved in the survey would not gather right information as the participants would not be ready to provide exact details on the occurrences with their violent partners. 
7. Identify the threats to external validity.
History is essential in every survey. There were some unrelated events that negatively influenced the outcome of the survey. Some partners felt threatened making it difficult to provide the necessary details. 
8. What was/were the major conclusion(s) of the study? Do you feel that the author(s) fulfilled his/her/their investigation?
The study is helping identify the factors affecting women response to IPV. The factors are motivating them to seeking help. This is seen as it helps them stop the domestic violence which to some point affect their children. According to the author, most women are focusing their energy to involve police and seek refuge especially when their children witness the abuse. Yes, the author has fulfilled his or her investigation depending on how the data depicts the way women are focused to seek for help for the sake of their children. 
9. What is your critique of this article? What do you think the author(s) could have done differently?
Just like the article on “Domestic Violence, Marital Control, and Family Planning, Maternal, and Birth Outcomes in Timor-Leste” the author has not provided information as to why the intimate partners engage in domestic violence. This should be part of the survey to help identify issues causing this violence for the future of families. 








